
 
SIDNEY ALUMNI & FRIENDS 

P.O. BOX 322 
SIDNEY, IA  51652 

Alumni and friends who are in Sidney for the Annual Alumni banquet 
can also take in some musical theater that weekend. 

Lynn and Marilyn Benson, co-directors of The Gathering Place wel-
come everyone to enjoy a production of “GI Canteen Fremont”. 

The Gathering Place will be transformed into a World War II era GI 
Canteen. This musical revue will feature popular music of the period, 
including many memorable patriotic numbers appropriate to Memorial 
Day festivities. Seated around tables with friends and an unlimited sup-
ply of popcorn, snack treats and soft drinks this “feel good” production 
will feature some of the best of the areas emerging young talent.   

“We promise you will go home with that “I’m proud to be an Ameri-
can” feeling”, said Lynn Benson  

Tickets prices are $15 for adults and $13 for Seniors (60 and over).  To 
assure seating advance reservations are strongly recommend. Make 
yours by calling the Bensons at 712-374-2320 beginning May 21. 

PRODUCTION OF “GI CANTEEN FREMONT”  

IS  MAY 30TH 

C HECK  OUT  THE  NEW  WEBSITE  AND  GET  UPDATES  AT  
www.sidneyschools.org 

SIDNEY ALUMNI & FRIENDS  

Call for Nominations 

for 

2010 Alumni of the Year 

Sidney Alumni & Friends will once again 
honor an individual who has demonstrated a 
significant contribution to the Sidney Com-

munity School District. 

Please submit your nomination with a brief 
narrative (not exceeding 250 words) why 
you feel your nominee is deserving of this 
honor. Nominations will be accepted until 

May 15, 2010 

2010 Alumni of the Year will be announced 
at the Alumni Banquet on May 29, 2010. 

*** 

2008 Alumni of the Yearñ Lynn Benson 

2009 Alumni of the Yearñ Jann Tackett 

The Cowboy Courier is published once annually by Sidney Alumni & Friends, Inc., 
the alumni association of the Sidney Community School District.   

awards. 

Bronze award recipients, 
such as Sidney, met the first 
two steps but failed to reach 
high enough levels when it 
came to college readiness. 
Cruickshank said the district 
may not have received a 
silver or gold award because 
SHS offers dual college 
credit courses versus ad-
vanced placement courses. 

Other area schools receiv-
ing a bronze award included 
Bedford, Harlan, Riverside 
and IKM/Manning High 
School. No Iowa schools 
received gold awards. 

(Reprinted with permission 
of The Valley News Today) 

Sidney High School received 
a bronze award, along with 
46 other schools in Iowa, 
and 1,189 schools overall. 

“For the criteria they used, 
and the number of schools 
they surveyed, it puts the 
district in about the top 5 
percent,” Sidney Superin-
tendent Gregg Cruickshank 
said.  “It all goes back to 
having a proactive (school) 
board and teachers that 
genuinely care about the 
well-being of the kids.” 

According to U.S. News & 
World Report, 21,786 pub-
lic schools in 48 states, plus 
the District of Columbia, 
were analyzed in a three-

step process to determine 
which schools best serve 
their students.  Data from 
the 2007-08 school year 
was used to rank the 
schools. 

The process looked at read-
ing and math statewide test 
scores and at the level of 
“disadvantaged” students 
who may not perform well 
on tests. Schools that  
passed those steps were 
evaluated for how well 
schools helped students 
prepare for college level 
work. The top 100 schools 
with the highest in college 
readiness were given gold 
awards. The next 461 
schools received silver 

SHS L ISTED AMONG THE BEST BY US NEWS & WORLD REPORT 

SAF AWARDS ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS 

FIRST EVER òSCHOLARSHIP IN  MUSICó TO  BE AWARDED 

2010 will mark the first 
year the newly established 
Scholarship in Music will be 
awarded. Made possible 
through the generosity of a  
group of SHS alums, this 
$1000 endowed scholarship 
to be given to SHS grads 
pursuing a career in music. 
With the addition of the 
music scholarship, this will 
bring the total number of 

awards to four (4), the most 
ever given by the SAF 
Board. 

This will also be the seventh 
year that SAF will award 
both the Floyd and Dolores 
Mather Endowed Scholar-
ship and the SAF Academic 
Scholarships.  Applicants 
are evaluated on their aca-
demic, civic and personal 

achievements. 

The recipient of the Floyd 
and Dolores Mather Schol-
arship in 2009 was Kelsey 
Nenneman. Recipients of 
Academic Scholarships were 
Kayla Roberts and Kara 
Cruickshank. 

Heather Urban, guidance 
counselor at SHS will coor-
dinate the applications.   
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It’s hard to know where to 
begin when describing Jann 
Tackett and her contribu-
tion to Sidney Alumni and 
Friends. SAF was Jann’s 
brainchild back in 1999 and 
she served tirelessly as the 
organization’s President for 
9 years until she resigned in 
2008. 

Under her capable leader-
ship, Jann set ambitious 
goals for the organization. 
Significant among her many 
achievements was the 
founding of scholarships 

that help provide life-long 
learning opportunities to 
students of the Sidney 
Community School Dis-
trict. 

The new softball/baseball 
complex was a huge pro-
ject that Jann put many 
hours into. Involved from 
the beginning, she worked 
on the planning of the pro-
ject and she spent many 
hours at the field painting, 
planting trees or working 
wherever needed. Jann 
coordinated numerous 
fund raising projects to 
finance construction of the 
ball fields including din-
ners, concession stands, 
football tailgate barbecue, 
Sunday brunch at Whips 
and the outfield sign pro-
ject.  She also helped or-

ganize the Sidney Youth 
Sports Association. 

Other successful projects 
benefitting from Jann’s 
leadership were the com-
posite school pictures, 
school landscaping project 
and the parking lot expan-
sion project where addi-
tional parking was added at 
the high school. 

Jann is an outstanding civic 
leader who has given self-
lessly to SAF over the past 
10 years. The Sidney com-
munity, alumni and stu-
dents of SHS are grateful 
for her dedication and ser-
vice. 

Not one to sit still, Jann is 

now spending a lot of her 

time working on the Sidney 

Rodeo Museum project.  

displayed at the new plaza 
area north of the High School 
entrance. Each brick will be 
engraved with names that will 
become a lasting tribute to all 
honorees. While bricks have 
been on sale for several years, 
plans are in place to start con-
struction on the brick plaza in 
this spring.   

 Classes are invited to pur-
chase a table, a brick or just 
make a donation to the brick 
project to help with the cost 

Alumni, friends and any sup-
porter of Sidney High School 
are invited to buy a personal-
ized brick. Personalized 
bricks can be in honor or in 
memory of an individual, 
family or class and will be 

of getting it in the ground this 
spring. 

 If you would like to purchase 
a brick for yourself or your 
family, place your orders 
soon.  Cost is either $50 or 
$100 if purchased now, but 
prices will be going up soon 
due to increased engraving 
costs. Please contact Susan 
Hilton at 712-374-2211 or 
vshilton@iowatelecom.net to 
request an order form.  

JANN  T ACKETT, 2009 SAF ALUMNI  IF THE YEAR 

Brick Plaza Project Underway Soon  
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2010 All School Reunion/Banquet 

Saturday, May 29, 2010 

 

Social Time    (Sponsored by the Class of 1970)  

4:00 PM to 5:30 PM    Sidney American Legion Club ï Sidney, IA 

Banquet and Program  

6:00 PM       Sidney Jr./Sr. High School 

The Legion Club will open following the banquet for those wishing to reminisce of the ñgood ole 
daysò 

Special Class Recognitions  

Alumni from the classes of 1985, 1970, 1960, and 1950 will be seated together 

by class as honored alumni at the banquet.  Any classes having special activities will 

be sending out a separate mailing from their class committee. 

 

Weôre hoping for a large turnout for this yearôs reunion.  Please make plans to join us! 
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Please Note! 

We are now posting details of whatôs happening with your Alumni organization on the internet.  
You can log onto the school website at www.sidneyschools.org and click on our link at the bot-
tom of the page.   
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In order to help us plan, please complete the registration form below and send it along with 
your check for dinner reservations payable to ñSidney Alumni and Friendsò addressed to: 

Sidney Alumni and Friends 

P.O. Box 322 

Sidney, IA 51652 

---------------------------------------(Cut along the line and return the form below) ------------------------- 

 

Name:  ____________________________________________Class of _________________ 

Number attending:  _________ (if paid by May 7th) X  $15.00  = $___________________ 

(After may 7th or at the door) X $20.00  =  $ __________________ 

E-Mail Address:______________________________________________________________ 

mailto:vshilton@iowatelecom.net
http://www.sidneyschools.org/

