Sidney Community School District
Board of Directors Public Hearing

Early Start Date

Monday, July 21, 2014  7:30 p.m. 2754 Knox Road

Call meeting to order and determine quorum


The public hearing was called to order by President Heidi Lowthorp at 7:30 p.m. Directors present were Heidi Lowthorp, Alisha Ettleman, Erika Graham, and Brad Johnson. Director Larry Holt was absent. Also present were Superintendent Gregg Cruickshank, Business Manager Jennifer Maher and Board Secretary Janet Lemrick.

Approve agenda


Motion to approve the agenda was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0
Early start date hearing


President Lowthrop opened the public hearing for comment. There were no comments.
Adjournment


Motion to adjourn the public hearing at 7:34 p.m. was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Board of Directors Regular Meeting 

Call meeting to order and determine quorum


President Lowthrop called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. . Directors present were Heidi Lowthorp, Alisha Ettleman, Erika Graham, and Brad Johnson. Director Larry Holt was absent. Also present were Superintendent Gregg Cruickshank, Business Manager Jennifer Maher and Board Secretary Janet Lemrick.

Recognition of guests


There were two guests in the audience.

Approve agenda


Motion to approve the amended agenda was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4, Nays 0

Approve minutes


Motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on June 16 and special meeting on June 29 was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Consider bills to be paid


Motion to pay the bills as presented was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Financials


Motion to approve the financial report was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Reports


Mr. Cruickshank presented the PK-6 principal report.


Mr. Cruickshank presented the Jr/Sr High and Superintendent report.

▪Rural School Advocates of Iowa regional meeting will be July 26 from 2:00-5:00 p.m. at Red Oak AEA. All Board members are invited to attend.

▪The external team site visit report was shared. It will be discussed at August meeting.

▪Junior/Senior High Leadership team met. Team members are Rhonda Sheldon, Tina Ocken, Marcia Sunderman, Dyan Larsen and Nicole Zavadil.

▪Open House for the school district will be August 13 from 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Discussion
Board Handbook


Chapter 3, “Exercising Board Leadership” was discussed. Chapter 4 will be read and discussed next month.

Transfers/assignments/staff tuition reimbursement

Examples of agreements were shared. More will be discussed at the August meeting.
IASB legislative priorities


Directors discussed the priories they would like to see our legislator focus on for the 2015 legislative session.

Discussion/Action

High School Grading System


Jacob Smith, Senior Student Council member, discussed the reasons to change the current grading scale. Among other reasons, it would help in the process of student’s applying for scholarships and entrance into college and also helps the grading process of teachers shared with other districts.

Motion to adopt a new Junior/Senior High grading scaled modeled after the one currently in place at East Mills was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Concurrent enrollment Spanish


Motion to approve offering of Spanish 3 and 4 for concurrent enrollment from Iowa Western Community College was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Calendar adjustment


Motion to amend the 2014-15 school calendar, changing October 3 from professional development to school being in session, with the professional development day to be rescheduled was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Student handbooks


Motion to approve the 2014-15 Elementary and Junior/Senior High School Handbooks was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Lunch prices


Motion to increase elementary lunch prices from $1.95 to $2.05 each; junior/senior high lunch prices from $2.05 to $2.15 each and adult lunch price to be set at $3.30 to meet regulations and guidelines set by the United States Department of Agriculture and the Iowa Department of Education was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Ettleman. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0
Amendment to Shared Superintendent contract


Motion to approve the amended contract 80% at Sidney and 20% at South Page from August 1, 2014 to May 31, 2015 was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Milk bid


Motion to approve the bid from Anderson-Erickson for 2014-15 year was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Iowa Western Concurrent Enrollment


Motion to approve Iowa Western concurrent enrollment courses contract for Fremont/Page site in Shenandoah was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Ettleman. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0


Motion to approve Iowa Western concurrent enrollment courses contract for on-site classes was made by Director Graham with second by Director Ettleman. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Action

Employment of personnel


Motion to hire Aleria Alexander as Kindergarten teacher was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4, Nays 0


Motion to hire Jennifer Kirchhoff as First grade teacher was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Motion to hire Rachael Marion at High School Special Education Teacher; Junior High Student Council Sponsor and National Honor Society Sponsor was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0


Motion to hire Tammy Lauman as preschool associate was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0


Motion to hire Jamie Doran as preschool associate was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Ettleman. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0


Motion to hire Konnie Bartley as junior/senior special education associate was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0


Motion to hire Rosemary Gordon as junior/senior special education associate was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0


Motion to hire Kathy Jurey as Junior Class Sponsor was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Appoint Board Secretary


Motion to appoint Janet Lemrick as Board Secretary for the 2014-15 school year was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Appoint Board Treasurer


Motion to appoint Jennifer Maher as Board Treasurer for the 2014-15 school year was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Appoint Board Attorney


Motion to appoint Jon Johnson as Board Attorney for the 2014-15 school year was made by Director Graham with second by Director Ettleman. Motion carried. Ayes 3 Nays 0 Abstain 1

Bank depositories


Motion to designate Arbor Bank and Great Western Bank as depositories with a $4million limit per bank was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Official publication outlet


Motion to designate the Sidney Argus-Herald as official publication outlet was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Board Comment


Possible meeting dates to conduct a joint meeting with Fremont-Mills School district were discussed. Mr. Crucikshank will contact FM with the date that works for the board members present.

Celebrations


Congratulations to All-Conference Softball honorees: 1st Team Quinn Sheldon and Lexy Larsen (both unanimous); 2nd team Ruth Ellen Gregory, Tayler Holt, Zoe England and Shea Sears.


Congratulations to All-Conference Baseball honorees:  1st Team Chris Osborn (unanimous), Jacob Cain (unanimous), and Michael Coates; 2nd team Connor Nennemann; Honorable Mention – Sergio Rodriguez, Cameron Whitehead, and Erick Rodriguez.

Congratulations to Abby Whitehead as Fremont County Cherry Pie Champion.


Congratulations to State Fair exhibitors  Jolean McClane, Tia McClane, Abby Whitehead, Morgan Beard, Mat Beard, Nicholas Johnson, and Jessica Lowthorp.


Congratulations to State Fair working exhibitors Lily Johnson, Chloe Burge, and Paige Smith


Congratulations to Share the Fun State Fair performers: Mallory Beard (individual) and Rebecca Straw, Abby Whitehead, Chloe Burge, Gillian Schroeder, Savannah Hall (group).


Congratulations to Jaden and Mac Daffer competing at the U.S. Track & Field Championships.

Superintendent evaluation


The evaluation was tabled until all board members could be present.

Adjournment


Motion to adjourn at 9:19 p.m. was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0
 
