Sidney Community School District
Board of Directors Regular Meeting

November 17, 2014   7:30 pm 1002 Illinois St

Call meeting to order and determine quorum


Vice President Alisha Ettleman called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. Directors present were Alisha Ettleman, Erika Graham, Brad Johnson, and Larry Holt.  President Heidi Lowthorp joined via conference call at 9:30 pm


Also present were Superintendent/7-12 Principal Gregg Cruickshank, PK-6 Principal Linda Spencer, Board Treasurer Jennifer Maher, and Board Secretary Janet Lemrick.

Recognition of guests


There were six guests present.


Juli Whitehead expressed concern over the Talented and Gifted program. She would like to see a full time teacher reinstated for elementary and possibly up into the junior high and high school curriculum.

Approve agenda


Motion to approve the agenda was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Approve minutes


Motion to approve the minutes from regular meeting of October 20, 2014 and work session/joint meeting with Farragut and Hamburg Board of November 5 was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0
Consider bills to be paid


Motion to pay the bills as presented was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson . Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Financials


Motion to approve the financial report was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 4 Nays 0

Audiences

John Davis/Jr-Sr High Guidance Counselor


Mr. Davis was present to update the Board on the progress of Melissa Godfread’s training as the Sidney JH/HS Guidance Counselor. He made the Board aware of significant changes in the guidance counselor’s duties over the years and indicated that Mrs. Godfread has made excellent progress in understanding the duties of this program.

Dyan Larsen/Online Buisness Courses


Mrs. Larsen approached the Board with the suggestion of offering on-line courses beginning second semester. On-line courses offered at the high school level give students the opportunity to experience the unique aspects of learning on-line while still having an instructor to guide and instruct them through the course. This is an excellent opportunity to further prepare students for college level courses as post-secondary students.

Reports


Mrs. Spencer presented her PK-6 principal report.


Mr. Cruickshank presented the 7-12 Principal/Superintendent report.

Discussion

Facility tour/elementary school/gym/ multi-use facility by football field


The Board and interested guests toured the facilities and discussed how each building could be used to better the education of students.


Director Lowthorp joined the meeting through conference call at this time.

Meetings, communication with Fremont County Boards


Information pertaining to the joint meeting with Fremont-Mills and joint meeting with Farragut/Hamburg was discussed.

IASB Handbook


The Board discussed Chapter 6 of the Iowa Association School Board Handbook.

Shared Superintendent Agreement


The shared superintendent agreement expires June 30, 2015. South Page has expressed interest in renewing the agreement with Sidney for Gregg Cruickshank’s services for an additional three years.  Both Boards will meet in the near future to discuss renewing the agreement.

JH/SH Principal search


It is recommended to begin the search for a principal in January with the hiring process completed no later April 1, 2015. Mr. Cruickshank shared information regarding other district’s selection process.
English Language Learner (ELL) endorsement


There is a need in the district for a teacher to offer English Language Learner instruction to students. Three candidates have expressed interest in completing needed course work to become endorsed. Tuition can be paid with Title III funding, with the school/teacher paying for all other expenses. The Board directed the administration to interview interested staff and select a candidate to purse the endorsement.
Discussion/Action

Board goals


After much discussion on the current Board goals, and suggestions on how to refocus the goals to fit with the changing needs of the district, it was decided to continue the discussion at the December meeting.

Online Business Courses


Motion to approve the proposal presented by Mrs. Larsen to offer online business courses beginning with the second semester was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0
Shared Speech Program with Fremont-Mills

Motion to share the Speech program with Fremont-Mills for the 2014-15 school year was made by Director Lowthorp with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Modified Supplemental Amount-Open Enrolled Out


Motion to approve the modified supplemental amount of $24,484 for open enrollment out of the district for 2014/15 was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Action

Resignation of personnel


Motion to accept the resignation with regrets of Jamie Doran, Preschool Associate, was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Sidney Education Association


Motion to recognize the Sidney Education Association as the collective bargaining group for the certified staff was made by Director Holt with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0


Motion to appoint Director Ettleman and Director Johnson to the Board Negotiations Team was made by Director Graham with second by Director Lowthorp. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Board Comment


No Board comments.

Celebrations


Congratulations to:

All-Conference Volleyballl selections  are Lexy Larsen (unanimous) and Mackenzie Daffer 1st team; and Quinn Sheldon – 2nd Team.
High School Football finished with a 7-3 record and qualified for the playoffs. Senior who played four years went to the playoffs each year.

Junior High Football finished the season with a 5 – 1 record. 

Adjournment


Motion to adjourn at 10:16 pm was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0
Next regular scheduled meeting will be December 15, 2014
This publication of minutes is the unofficial report of action taken.  Official minutes are available for review at the Sidney Community School District after approval at the next regular board meeting.

