Sidney Community School District
Board of Directors Regular Meeting
February 16, 2014   7:30 p.m.  2754 Knox Road
Call meeting to order and determine quorum

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President Heidi Lowthorp. Directors present were Heidi Lowthorp, Alisha Ettleman, Erika Graham, Brad Johnson and Larry Holt. Also present were Superintendent/7-12 Principal Gregg Cruickshank, PK-6 Principal Linda Spencer, Business Manager Jennifer Maher and Board Secretary Janet Lemrick.
Recognition of guests and public comment

There were five guests present. No public comment.
Approve agenda

Motion to approve the agenda was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0
Approve minutes of January 19 2015 strategy session and regular meeting

Motion to approve the minutes of the strategy session/regular meeting was made by Director Graham with second by Director Ettleman. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0
Consider bills to be paid

Motion to approve payment of bills as presented was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0
Financials

Motion to approve the financial report as presented was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0
Audiences

Ray Moreland, Maintenance Director, discussed the HVAC recommendations and options shared by Hayes Mechanical.
Reports
Linda Spencer, Elementary Principal presented her report.

Gregg Cruickshank, Superintendent/7-12 principal, presented his report.
▪Property/Casualty Insurance will continue to work on a quote for 2015/16 school year.
▪Driver Education will begin March 7.
▪Mr. Cruickshank and Jennifer Maher will attend a budget preparation workshop in Des Moines February 19 and 20.
▪Fire Safety report was presented.
▪Corner Conference principals will meet to discuss the possible formation of a new activities conference.
▪Legislative session activities were discussed.  There is nothing definite to report on supplemental state aid and the school start date.  Information was shared on House File 84 which would allow a local levy to equalize transportation costs to match the state average cost per pupil.
▪Teacher Leadership and Compensation report was discussed.  Corner Conference school administrators will be meeting with Department of Education officials on February 25 to discuss grant proposals and possible participation in 2016/17.
Discussion
a. JH/HS Principal interviews were discussed.  The interviews will be conducted February 22 at 3 p.m. at the JH/HS. 
b. Enrollment/staffing/scheduling for the 2015-16 school year was discussed. The Board agreed to start advertising for two additional elementary teachers.  The Board also discussed moving JH athletic practices to after school and combining JH PE classes with exploratory classes.  This is due to increased enrollment causing large class sizes in JH social studies and science; and 66 minute block periods for JH math and language arts.  Eighth hour needs to be considered as an option for additional sections of JH core classes.
c. Calendar 2015/16 was discussed. Official start date has yet to be determined, pending the decision of the state legislature.
d.  Communication was shared from Farragut Superintendent Tom Hinrichs regarding sharing of Automotives and Vocational Agriculture with schools in the area.  Farragut and Hamburg do not have facilities for those programs in 2015/16.
e. Telecommunications/Internet services/Erate - costs were discussed. Mr. Cruickshank is in communication with Windstream, Bitwind, and Spiral to determine which service will best fit the district needs.
Discussion/Action
Health Insurance/negotiations
Motion to approve Coventry Bronze Essential Health Insurance as the district’s health plan beginning March 1, 2015 through February 29, 2016 was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0
Action
Resignation of Personnel
Motion to accept with regrets the resignation of Jennifer Kirchhoff, elementary teacher, was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0
Board Comment

There was no comment.
Celebrations

Speech students Tyler Richards and Christian Slater received a II rating at state in Improvisation.

Parent-Teacher Conferences had a 95% attendance at the high school and 92% attendance at the elementary.

Elementary Spelling Bee winners are; 4th grade-Devon Pridell, Emily Hutt, Kaden Payne, Molli Ficher; 5th grade-Emmy Lu Feek, Cole Jorgenson, Ray Feek, Faith Brumbaugh; 6th grade - Lily Johnson, Paul Bruckner, Tia McClane, Leighton Whipple.

Peru State College Business Competition winners are: Amanda Mullins-2nd in Accounting and Mackenzie Ross-4th in Web Design.

State wrestling qualifiers are  Fremont-Mills Seniors Dakota Moss-Erickson and Bret Blackburn.

Youth state wrestling qualifier is 4th grader Ethan Maybee.
Adjournment

Motion to adjourn at 10:04 p.m. was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0
Next regular scheduled meeting will be March 16, 2015
