Sidney Community School District
Board of Directors Regular Meeting

August 18, 2014   7:30 p.m.  2754 Knox Road

Call meeting to order and determine quorum


President Heidi Lowthorp called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. Directors present were Heidi Lowthorp, Alisha Ettleman, Erika Graham, Brad Johnson, and Larry Holt. Also present were 7-12 Principal/Superintendent Gregg Cruickshank, PK-6/Curriculum Director Linda Spencer, Business Manager Jennifer Maher and Board Secretary Janet Lemrick.

Recognition of guests


There were three guests in the audience.

Approve agenda


Motion to approve the agenda was made by Director Graham with second by Director Johnson. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Approve minutes


Motion to approve the July 21 special hearing and regular meeting minutes was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Consider bills to be paid


Motion to pay the bills as presented was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Holt. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Financials


Motion to approve the financial report as presented was made by Director Graham with second by Director Ettleman. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Reports


Mrs. Spencer presented the PK-6 Principal/Curriculum report.


Mr. Cruickshank presented the 7-12 Principal/Superintendent report:

•Instructional Support Levy guidelines were discussed. The district will need to reauthorize in 2016.

•Annual Yearly Progress (AYP) findings were discussed.  Since the beginning of No Child Left Behind Sidney has not been identified as a District in Need of Assistance (DINA) or a School in Need of Assistance (SINA).
•Preliminary enrollment numbers were discussed.  PK – 12 enrollment is 385.  Last year it was 384.
•Board reorganization will be in September with election of officers and meeting day and time established.

•Joint Board meeting with Fremont-Mills at Tabor will be September 24.
Discussion

Board Handbook


The Board discussed Chapter 4, “AEA Education Agencies” from their handbook. They will read Chapter 1 for next month.

ALICE training


The school staff participated in training and simulation scenarios in the event of an intruder during school hours/activities.

Site visit report


Findings from the Comprehensive School Improvement Site visit from April 15-17, 2014 were discussed.

Discussion/Action

Instrumental equipment

Mrs. Zavadil, Band Instructor, Tyler Stanley and Kenna Nennemann were in attendance to visit with the Board on the need of new drum line for band events. The current drum line is over 30 years old and in need of major repair. Reiman Music is able to sell a complete drum line at half price (mix of slightly used and new equipment). The drum line is used in parades, pep rallies, and ballgames.


Motion to purchase a complete drum line (4 snares, 2 quints, 4 bass drums, carriers and cases) for $9, 230.00 was made by Director Graham with second by Director Ettleman. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Iowa Association School Board Legislative Priorities


Motion to adopt the following priorities for the 2014-15 legislative year was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Priorities: 1) Supports a school foundation that adequately, and in a timely manner, funds changes in demographics including socio-economic status, remedial programming and declining and increasing enrollment challenges; 2) Supports setting supplemental state aid (replaces the term allowable growth) by the date specified in the Iowa Code at a rate that encourages continuous school improvement and reflects actual cost increases experienced by school districts and AEAs. Our priority is to increase the state cost per pupil and the spending authority associated with it to build a strong base for future education resources; 3) Supports the inclusion of drop-out prevention and funding for at-risk students in the foundation formula and the inclusion of socio-economic status as a factor in determining a student’s at-risk status. Supports increased flexibility in the use drop-out prevention and at-risk funding; 4) Supports continuation of sufficient incentives and assistance to encourage sharing, reorganization or regional high schools to expand academic learning opportunities for students and to improve student achievement; 5) Supports the use of physical plant and equipment levy (PPEL) funds for the maintenance and repair of transportation equipment that can be purchased or financed with PPEL funds.
Board Comment


Elementary physical education is taught by Mr. Sears and Mrs. Shanno this year.


Board would like to meet Guidance Counselor John Davis.

Auditors will be at school on Tuesday, August 19.

Celebrations


Genna Crom received  a $500 Jack Sheedy Memorial Scholarship from Peru State College.

Sergio Rodriguez selected 8th grader of year in Corner Conference Baseball by KMA.

Cameron Whitehead selected 2nd team Outfield by Valley News.


Connor Nennemann selected 2nd team Outfield by Valley News.

Michael Coates selected 2nd team catcher by Valley News and Honorable Mention All SWI World Hearld.

Jacob Cain selected 1st team Utility Valley News and Honorable Mention All SWI World Hearld.

Chris Osborn selected 1st team infield Valley News and Honorable Mention All SWI World Hearld.

Softball Team Distinguished Academic Award for combined grade point average of 3.509.

Tayler Holt selected Academic All Conference.

Ruth Ellen Gregory selected Academic All  Conference and 2nd team All SWI Infield Valley News.
Lexy Larsen selected 2nd team All SWI Valley News and Honorable mention All SWI World Herald.

Quinn Sheldon selected Academic All Conference and 2nd team All SWI Valley News, 2nd team All SWI World Herald. 

Academic Honors to Girls Golf grade point average of 3.095 (excellence) with Amanda Mullins selected Academic All Conference; Boys Track grade point average 3.067 (excellence) with Jake Buck and Drake Strickler Academic All Conference; Girls Track grade point average 3.583 (distinguished) with Mac Daffer, Tayler Holt, Mackenzie Hulsing, Lexy Larsen, Amanda Mullins, Quinn Sheldon, and Lindie Strickler Academic All Conference.

Closed session-Superintendent evaluation


Motion to go into closed session at 8:53 p.m. as per Iowa Code 21.5(1)(i) was made by Director Johnson with second by Director Ettleman. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Board returned to open session at 9:27 p.m.

Adjournment


Motion to adjourn at 9:28 p.m. was made by Director Ettleman with second by Director Graham. Motion carried. Ayes 5 Nays 0

Next regular scheduled meeting will by September 15, 2014
This publication of minutes is the unofficial report of action taken.  Official minutes are available for review at the Sidney Community School District after approval at the next regular board meeting.

