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GIFTS TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Board members may receive a gift on behalf of the school district. Board members shall not, either directly or
indirectly, solicit, accept or receive a gift, series of gifts or an honorarium unless the donor does not meet the
definition of "restricted donor" stated below or the gift or honorarium does not meet the deﬁmtlon of glft or
honcranum stated below. :

A "restricted dono_r" is defmed as a person or other entity which:

+  Is seekmg tobéorisa party toany one or any combmatrcn of sales, purchases leases or contracts to, from
or with the school district;
. Will be directly and substantlally affected financiatly by the performance or ncnperformance cf the board

member's official duty in a way that is greater than the effect on the public generally or on a substant1a1
class of persons to w}uch the person belongs as g ‘member of a profession, cccupatlon industry or region;
or

. Isa lobbylst ora clientof a lobby1st with respect to matters within the school district's ]unsdrctrcn

A "gift"™ ts the glvmg of anythmg of value in return for wh1ch somethmg of equal or greater value is not given or
received. However, "gift"" does not inclyde any of the fcllowmg :

. ‘ Contrtbuticns to acandrdate ora cand1date ] commrttee

. Information tnatetial relevant to a board member's official function, such as books, pamphlets reports
documents, periodicals or other information that is recorded in a written, audio orvisual format; -
. Anything received from a person related within the fourth degree by kinship or marnage unless the donor
- isacting as an ageiit or mtermedmry for another person not so related;
* - An inheritance;:
. - Anything available or d15tr1buted to the general pubhc free of charge Wlthout regard to the ofﬂclal status of
" the board réciplent; - ,
. Items received from a chantable professmnal educatlonal or business orgamzatron to whrch the bcard

member belongs as a dues paying member if the items are given to allimembers of the organization without
regard to an individual mémber's status or positions held outside of the crgamzatron and if the dues pald are
not inconsequential- when compared to the items received;: :

. Actual expenses of a board member for food, beverages, travel and lcdglng for a meeting, which is given in
return for participation in a panel or speaking engagement at the meeting when the expenses relate directly
to the day.or days on which the board member has participation or presentation responsibilities;

. Plaques or items of negligible resale value given as recognition for public service;

. Non-monetary items with a value of less than three dollars that are received from any one donor during one
calendar day;

. Ttems or services solicited or given to a state, national or reglcnal crgamzatlcn in which the state of Iowa or

a school district is a member for purposes of a business or educational conference, seminar or other
meeting or solicited by or given to state, national or regional govermnment organizations whose
memberships and officers are primarily composed of state or local government officials or employees for
purposes of a business or educational conference, seminar or other meeting;

. Items or services received by members or representatives of members as part of a regularly scheduled event
that is part of a business or educational conference, seminar ot other meeting that is sponsored and directed
by any state, national or regional government organization in which the ‘
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state of Jowa or a political subdivision of the state of Iowa is a member or received at such an

event by members or representatives of members of state, national or regional government

organizations whose memberships and officers are primarily composed of state or local

government officials or employees;
Funeral flowers or memorials to a church or nonproﬁt organization;

Gifts which are given to a public official for the public official's wedding or twenty-fifth or fiftieth wedding
anniversary;
Payment of salary or expenses by a board member's employer or the firm in which the board member is 2
member for the cost of attending a meeting of a subunit of an agency when the board member whose
expenses ate being paid serves on a board, commission, comthittee, council or other subumt of the agency
and the board member is not entitled to receive compensation or rermbursement of expenses from ‘the
school district;’
'G1ﬁs other than food, beverages travel and lodging recerved by a board member W}uch are received from a
person who is a citizen 6f a country other than the Unitéd States and is given during a cefethonial
presentation or as a result of a custom of the other country and is of personal value only to the board
member; or
Actual registration costs for informational meetings or sessions which assist a public official or public
employeé in the perforinanice of the person's official functichs., The costs offood, drmk lodgmg and travel
are not "registration costs" under this paragraph "Meetitigs of sessiofis'which a pubhc official or public’
employee attends for personal or professional licensing purposes are not "informational meetings or
sessions which assist a public official or pubhc employee in the performanoe of the person's ofﬁo1a1
functions" under this paragraph. - "

An "honorarium" is anything of value that is accepted by, or on behalf of, a board member as consrderatron for an
appearance, speechror article. - An honorarium does not include aily ofithe followmg

Actual expenses of a board member for reglstration food, beverages, travel or lodging for a meetmg, which
is given in return for part1c1pat10n in a panel or speaking engagement at a meeting when:the expenses relate

. directly to the day or days on-which the board mémber has participation ot presentation responsibilities;

A non-monetary gift or series of non-monetary gifts donated within thrrty days to'a pubhc body, an
educational or charitable organization or the department of getieral sérvices; or -
A payment made to a board member foi services rendered as part of a private business, trade or profess1on

in which thé board member is erigaged if the payment is.comthengitate with the' actual serviceés rendered

and is not being made because of the person s statusas a board member but rather, beoause of some special

: expertlse or other quahﬁcatron

It shall be the réspotisibility of each board member to know when 1t i3 appropnate to aeeept or I‘q] ect g1fts or
honorarmms i
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